[Determination of the structural integrity of DNA from pathogenic enterobacteria].
Among the enterobacterial strains under study, more organisms in the stationary phase of growth have been found to have nicks in their DNA than those in the exponential phase. Bacteria less sensitive to ultraviolet irradiation have the least number of nicks in each phase of growth. The number of nicks in different strains belonging to the serovar is sufficiently stable. Virulent and avirulent forms show no difference in this characteristic.